Proposed revisions to Writing 121 and 122 Learning Outcomes
Italics indicate brand-new outcomes. Footnotes explain changes to already-existing outcomes.

	Proposed Writing 121 Outcomes
	 Proposed 122 Outcomes, showing how they build on 121
	Typical writing process

	1. Read, comprehend, and interpret college-level texts.

	1. Read, accurately summarize, and respond to college-level texts, particularly argumentative essays.

	Reading, critical thinking

	2. Apply basic critical thinking skills to text and other forms of media.
	2. Apply advanced critical thinking skills—such as recognizing and identifying bias—to text and other forms of media.
	

	3. Use prewriting tools such as brainstorming and free writing to generate ideas for writing. 
	3. Exercise original thought in developing and presenting claims and arguments.
	Generating ideas

	4. Exercise original thought in selecting and narrowing  writing topics.
	4. Develop academic, argument-driven topics and narrow them appropriately.

	Focusing

	5. Use basic research techniques to locate sources. 

	5. Use some advanced research techniques to locate sources.
	Researching

	6. Support thesis statements with specific details and examples, from both personal experience and sources.

	6. Understand and use principles of argumentation and persuasion to support positions.
	Drafting, organizing

	
	7. Recognize and avoid common logical fallacies.
	

	7. Arrange ideas logically, using various patterns, in unified and fully-developed essays.

	8. Write fully-developed argument-driven essays that convincingly defend a position on academic topics. 

	

	8. Integrate source materials and avoid plagiarism; use some basic MLA source citations.
	9. Support an informed opinion with appropriate outside sources, cited correctly in MLA format.
	

	9. Improve essays through revision.
	10 Improve essays through extensive revision.
	Revising

	10. Write with precise diction and a vocabulary appropriate to the topic and audience.
	11. Write in a  voice and style appropriate to the issue being argued.
	Editing

	11. Set up pages in proper MLA manuscript format.
	12. Write with no grammatical, mechanical, or format errors.
	Formatting, proofreading

	12. Write grammatically correct and complete sentences.
	
	


� 121: Replaces old language that read “Read essays critically, including analysis of purpose, theme, and pattern of development.” The new version emphasizes the importance of college-level reading. Critical thinking is now addressed in the next outcome, #2.


� 122: A revision to the second half of what was originally outcome #1. It now focuses on reading, saving critical thinking for a later outcome. The original version was “Read, accurately summarize, and respond critically to various articles and essays.


� 122: Revision of outcome #5: “Select academic topics, narrow topics appropriately, compose clear theses, support theses with relevant details, illustrations, facts, et al.” The omitted material is reflected in outcome #6.


�  121: This originally read “Choose and integrate appropriate supporting material.” We’ve focused on choosing material here and strengthened the outcome, to emphasize basic information literacy.  Integrating material is now covered in outcome #7.


� 121: A revision. Originally read “Support the thesis with specific details, evidence, and illustration.”


� 121: This combines two previous outcomes that were somewhat redundant: “Arrange ideas in a logical way, maintaining unity and coherence in well-developed essays” and “Use various methods of development to explain and support a thesis in multi-paragraph essays.”


� 122: Expands the first part of what was outcome #1: “Write fully developed essays in grammatically correct standard written English.”





